Projection from 9.8.2019 – “Awake and Sober” – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 –
Matthew Williams
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11:
[1] Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to
have anything written to you. [2] For you yourselves are fully aware that the day
of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. [3] While people are saying, “There
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. [4] But you are
not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. [5] For you are
all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness. [6] So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and
be sober. [7] For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are
drunk at night. [8] But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. [9] For
God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, [10] who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might
live with him. [11] Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing. (ESV)
“There they all sat glum and wet and muttering, while Oin and Gloin went on
trying to light the fire, and quarrelling about it. Bilbo was sadly reflecting that
adventures are not all pony-rides in May-sunshine, when Balin, who was always
their look-out man, said: ‘There’s a light over there!’ There was a hill some way
off with trees on it, pretty thick in parts. Out of the dark mass of the trees
they could now see a light shining, a reddish comfortable-looking light, as it
might be a fire or torches twinkling.” - J.R.R. Tolkien
“Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, and as destruction from the
Almighty it comes.” – Joel 1:15
“The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great
and awesome day of the LORD comes. And it shall come to pass that everyone
who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has said, and among
the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls.” – Joel 2:31-32

“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved…For everyone who calls upon
the name of the Lord will be saved.” – Romans 10:9, 13
The day of the Lord is a present summons to spiritual sobriety.
1) The day of the Lord will be an unexpected terror for many
“But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief
was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” – Luke
12:39-40
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who
can stand?” – Revelation 6:15-17
“Satan cares not how spiritual your intentions may be, and how holy your
resolutions, so long as they are fixed for tomorrow. Oh give no place to the devil
in this matter! Tell him, ‘No, Satan! It shall be today. Today!’” – J.C. Ryle
2) The day of the Lord is an orienting comfort for the people of God
“He has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.” – Acts 17:31
A) Remember our identity
“And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep
them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out
of darkness,’ has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” – 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
B) Walk in sobriety
“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation
and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly
like a trap.” – Luke 21:34

“The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works
of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime,
not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not
in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.” – Romans 13:12-14
C) Anticipate our destiny
“And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,
so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a
second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for
him.” – Hebrews 9:27-28
D) Practice community
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there
but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and
shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” – Isaiah 55:10-11

