Projection from 3.3.2019 – Genesis 40
“Faith for the Wait” – Matthew Williams
In the midst of inexplainable suffering, the providence of God is the only hope
we have and the only hope we need
Q. What do you understand by the providence of God?
A. Providence is the almighty and ever present power of God by which He
upholds, as with His hand, heaven and earth and all creatures, and so rules
them that leaf and blade, rain and drought, fruitful and lean years, food and
drink, health and sickness, prosperity and poverty - all things, in fact, come to us
not by chance but from His fatherly hand.
Q. How does the knowledge of God’s creation and providence help us?
A. We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when things to well,
and for the future we can have good confidence in our faithful God and Father
that nothing will separate us from His love. All creatures are so completely in His
hand that without His will they can neither move nor be moved.
1) The providence of God extends to every detail of life
Sighting #1 – Conflict between men
Sighting #2 - The actions of governing authorities
Sighting #3 - The company we didn’t choose and can’t avoid
Sighting #4 - The apparent delay in God’s deliverance
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares
the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the
snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the
thing for which I sent it.” – Isaiah 55:8-11

2) The providence of God sustains faith working through love
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh;
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,
and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in
those days I will pour out my Spirit.” – Joel 2:28-29
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son…” – Hebrews 1:12
“But the Hepler, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
– John 14:26
“Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” – Psalm 119:105
“The god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God.” – 2 Corinthians 4:4
“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” –
2 Corinthians 4:6
“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God.” – 1
Corinthians 2:12
3) The providence of God proves God, not man, is worthy of our trust
“How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your
face from me?” – Psalm 13:1
“But Zion said, ‘The LORD has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a
woman forget her nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son
of her womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have
engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are continually before me.”
– Isaiah 49:15-16

