Projection from the Sunday Morning Meeting – 2.17.2019
“The Prevailing Presence of God” – Matthew Williams
Genesis 39
Joseph and Potiphar's Wife
[1] Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the
Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. [2] The LORD was with Joseph,
and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian
master. [3] His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD
caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. [4] So Joseph found favor in his
sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in
charge of all that he had. [5] From the time that he made him overseer in his
house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for
Joseph's sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and
field. [6] So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of him he
had no concern about anything but the food he ate.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. [7] And after a time his
master's wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” [8] But he refused
and said to his master's wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no
concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in
my charge. [9] He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back
anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this
great wickedness and sin against God?” [10] And as she spoke to Joseph day
after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her.
[11] But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the
men of the house was there in the house, [12] she caught him by his garment,
saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of
the house. [13] And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand
and had fled out of the house, [14] she called to the men of her household and
said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came
in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. [15] And as soon as he
heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and
fled and got out of the house.” [16] Then she laid up his garment by her until his
master came home, [17] and she told him the same story, saying, “The Hebrew
servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. [18]
But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and
fled out of the house.”

[19] As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the
way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. [20] And Joseph's master
took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king's prisoners were
confined, and he was there in prison. [21] But the LORD was with Joseph and
showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the
prison. [22] And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners
who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it.
[23] The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's
charge, because the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made
it succeed. (ESV)

Projection from the message:
The people of God endure suffering confident that the outcome of their life is
controlled not by the injustice committed against them, but by the favor of the
Lord who is with them.
1) The blessing of God will produce favor with men
“The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” – Psalm 46:11
“And I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing…and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” – Genesis
12:2-3
“Blessed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with EVERY spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.” – Ephesians 1:3
“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16
“What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do
you boast as if you did not receive it?” – 1 Corinthians 4:7
2) Obedience toward God will lead to suffering at the hands of men
“’Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!’ And to him who lacks sense she says,
‘Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.’ But he does not
know that the dead are there, that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.” –
Proverbs 9:16-18

“His feet were hurt with fetters; his neck was put in a collar of iron…” – Psalm
105:18
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice
insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad
when his glory is revealed.” – 1 Peter 4:12-13
3) The repeated injustice of men will not prevail against the steadfast love of the
Lord
“Joseph’s humiliation, severe enough before, is reenacted at a deeper level, yet
not too deep for God.” - Derek Kidner
“There is a river whose streams MAKE GLAD the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.” – Psalm 46:4-6
“For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the
pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as
sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” – Romans 8:22-25

